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AGENDA

I. Goal of the Project
II. Background/Need for the 

Project
IV. Updates from April 2015 

Public Meeting
V. Alternatives Under 

Consideration
VI. Costs/Schedule
VII. What’s Next



WHAT ARE WE TRYING TO ACCOMPLISH?

Provide an east-west railroad 
overpass in Starke. 



HOW MANY PEOPLE HERE TONIGHT HAVE BEEN STOPPED 
BY THE TRAIN?



Frequency of Trains
– Existing Trains

― 29 trains per day (FRA Inventory)

Assumptions
– Projected trains (Year 2020)

― 40 trains per day 
– Projected trains (Year 2040)

― 50 trains per day

EXISTING RAILWAY OPERATION



BACKGROUND

Railroad Overpasses have been recently constructed or are planned 
at:

• Ocala
• Hawthorne
• Orange Heights
• Baldwin



EXISTING RAILROAD CROSSINGS

There are nine railroad crossings in 
Starke between SE 144th Ave and 
Market Rd.

• Market Rd
• SR 16
• Washington St
• Adkins St
• Jackson St
• Call St
• SR 100 
• South St
• SE 144th Ave



Location of EMS, Fire Station, Hospital and Sheriff’s Office

SE 144th Ave

– Hospi ta l  
–Corner  o f  SR 230  (Ca l l  
ST . )  and  Co l ley  Rd .  

– Fire  Depar tment  
–Corner  o f  Jackson  
St . /Thompson St .

– Starke  Pol ice  Depar tment  
–Corner  o f  Epperson  
St . /Edwards  Rd

– Sher i f f ’s  Depar tment  
–With in  Emergency  
Management  Of f ice beh ind  
Cour t  House

– EMS  
–North  o f  Emergency  
Management  Of f ice  beh ind  
Cour t  House 8



EXISTING RAILROAD CROSSING QUEUE & DELAY

Average Vehicle Queues at Rail Crossings

Road EB WB
# of Vehicles Queue Length # of Vehicles Queue Length

SR 100 9 226 9 232
SR 16 6 170 7 196

SE 144th 1 23 1 24

Road Average Delay Time from Crossing Closure
(Minutes: Seconds)

SR 100 2:20
SR 16 2:06

SE 144th 2:20

Data collected from June 16th – 18th, 2015



2015 EXISTING TRAFFIC VOLUMES

SE 144th Ave

US 301 – 27,000 AADT
SR 16 – 7,600 AADT
SR 230 – 5,800 AADT
SR 100 – 8,900 AADT
SE 144th Ave– 1,400 AADT

*AADT = Average Annual 
Daily Traffic
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POPULATION DENSITY



EXISTING AND FUTURE LAND USE
Medium Density Residential 

Low Density Residential 



CHANGE IN LAND USE INTENSITY



PUBLIC MEETING HELD IN APRIL 2015

• Presented five alternatives
• SE 144th Avenue
• SR -100 Existing Alignment
• SR-100 Realignment
• Weldon Street/SR-16
• Market Road



PUBLIC MEETING HELD IN APRIL 2015

Discarded alternatives
• SR-100 Realignment

• MOT can be maintained on existing 
SR-100 with the revised concept

• Weldon Rd./SR-16
• Very l i t t le support from public
• Too close to schools
• Diversion of traff ic on local streets 

(St. Clair Street)
• Market Rd

• Too far north
• Has the least amount of traff ic
• No support from the public



UPDATES SINCE PUBLIC MEETING HELD IN APRIL 2015

Narrowed the focus to two alternatives:
• SR-100

• Updated cost estimate and revised concept
• Went back to drawing board on Maintenance of Traffic (MOT)
• Spent a considerable effort working on aesthetics to minimize impacts
• Focused on connectivity to local street network
• Met with the City and Chamber on two occasions 

• SE 144th Avenue
• Updated cost estimate and revised concept



144th Avenue Concept



Pros
• Undeve loped  a rea  w i l l  fac i l i t a te  cons t ruc t ion
• Min imizes  impac ts  to  bus inesses  and  res idences
• Prov ides  an  overpass  where  fu tu re  commerc ia l  

deve lopment  may occur  sou th  o f  town

Cons
• Add i t iona l  t rave l  t ime  f rom the  cen t ra l  pa r t  o f  town  

fo r  emergency  se rv ices
• Loca ted  on  a  loca l  road  may p roh ib i t  FDOT f rom 

p rov id ing  fund ing  fo r  ma in tenance  fo r  b r idge  
e lements

• Not  cen t ra l l y  loca ted
• Serves  less  t ra f f i c  than  SR-100
• May d ive r t  veh ic les  f rom downtown
• Higher  overa l l  cos t  due  to  b r idge  leng th
• Would  requ i re  mod i f i ca t ions  to  the  improvements  a t  

the  SE 144 th and  US 301  in te rsec t ion  tha t  were  jus t  
cons t ruc ted

SE 144TH AVE ALTERNATIVE



SR-100 Concept



Pros
• Cent ra l l y  loca ted
• Higher  t ra f f i c  vo lumes than  a l l  a l te rna t ives  

cons ide red
• Serves  reg iona l  t ra f f i c  and  loca l  t ra f f i c
• Prov ides  the  most  d i rec t  rou te  to  the  hosp i ta l ,  a  

key  des t ina t ion  fo r  emergency  response  veh ic les
• Closes t  rou te  to  the  F i re  S ta t ion
• Loca ted  on  a  s ta te  road  a l lows FDOT to  p rov ide  

fund ing  fo r  inspec t ion  and  ma in tenance  fo r  b r idge  
e lements

• Prov ides  a  comp le te  s t ree t  approach  by  improv ing  
access ,  rec rea t iona l  a reas  and  sa fe ty  fo r  non-
moto r is t

Cons
• Impac ts  to  bus iness  and  res iden t ia l  p roper t ies  

inc lud ing  re loca t ions
• Walnu t  S t ree t  w i l l  no t  connec t  th rough  the  SR-

100  in te rsec t ion
• Disrup t ion  o f  loca l  t ra f f i c  du r ing  cons t ruc t ion
• Change  in  loca l  t ra f f i c  pa t te rns

SR 100 ALTERNATIVE



PROJECT COSTS (IN MILLIONS)

No-Build SE 144th Ave SR-100

Engineering $0 $8.6 $4.8

Right-of-Way $0 $2.4 $10.3

Construction $0 $28.6 $16.0

TOTAL $0 $39.6 $31.1



STARKE RAILROAD OVERPASS PROJECT SCHEDULE

PD&E Study 

Design

Right-of-Way

Construction

Ongoing

Fiscal Year 2016

Fiscal Year 2018

Fiscal Year 2020



WHAT’S NEXT

• Decision on recommended alternative in January 2016 
• Consider all input from tonight’s meeting
• Tentatively scheduled a public meeting in November 



QUESTIONS?

Stephen Browning, PE, Project Manager
Florida Department of Transportation
1109 South Marion Avenue, MS 2007

Lake City, FL 32025

(386) 961-7455

stephen.browning@dot.state.fl.us
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